
2015 Religion CTJ Focus –  
Engaging with sacred texts across the strands of the 
Religious Education Curriculum P-12 

“The schools and colleges of the Archdiocese of Brisbane aspire to educate and form students who are 
challenged to live the gospel of Jesus Christ and who are literate in the Catholic and broader Christian 
tradition so that they might participate critically and authentically in faith contexts and wider society.” 
(Vision for Religious Education) 
 
Integral to religious literacy is the ability to engage with sacred scripture and Catholic Christian tradition, 
developing the knowledge, skills and dispositions to live the gospel of Jesus in the everyday.  
 
In 2015, learners are asked to engage with sacred texts from the Christian tradition that continue to tell 
the story of God’s relationship with people and the human response to God. These texts may include the 
sacred writings of the Old Testament and New Testament as well as a range of Christian spiritual writings.  
The textual criticism framework of the three worlds of the text assists students to engage in depth with 
particular scripture texts in order to develop religious concepts identified in the achievement standards. 
 
Teachers use the textual criticism framework of the three worlds of the text to engage learners in: 

 A study of the world of the text (What is actually in the text? What type of writing is this text? Is 
there a particular structure of the text? Who are the characters in the text and what happens? …) 

 

 A study of the world behind the text (What can we learn about the context of this text - the 
historical world of the human author(s); the cultural world of the time; the geographic 
considerations of the text; the community for whom the text was written? …) 

 

 An exploration of the world in front of the text (For whom might this text be relevant today? What 
are some messages from or about God that modern believers can take from this text in their time 
and place?  How might a modern reader gain a deeper awareness of this text? Does the Church 
have a specific teaching about the meaning of this text? How might this text be used/applied in 
contemporary contexts e.g. in prayer; in liturgy; to inspire action for justice? …) 

 
Learners are assisted to grow in familiarity with and deepen their awareness of these sacred texts when 
they have the opportunity to: 

 explore the historical, social and cultural contexts of the human authors, the audiences and 
intentions of the texts 

 develop their ability to use a range of Biblical tools  

 learn how the texts are used to assist personal and communal prayer and to inspire, guide and give 
strength to believers over time  

 apply the texts in relevant and helpful ways to the circumstances of life 
 

An analysis of the achievement standard and content descriptions for each year level, in conjunction with 

the year level description, will provide guidance on the selection of appropriate learning contexts across 

interrelated strands, as well as appropriate learning intentions and success criteria. 

Over the course of each year, teachers are required to explicitly teach the core scriptural texts identified in 
the year level content descriptions and listed in Appendix B: Mandated Scriptural Texts. 

http://www.rec.bne.catholic.edu.au/Appendices/Appendix%20B/Pages/default.aspx

